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neighbouring districts of Lancashire and Cheshire the men came in
then- thousands ; u many of them, in regular marching order five
deep " ; all preceded by flags surmounted with caps of liberty and
bearing various mottoes such as " No Corn Laws/1 " Annual Parlia-
ments/' " Universal Suffrage," " Vote by Ballot". The number
present was roughly computed at 80,000. Hardly had the chairman,
44 Orator " Hunt, mounted the hustings when the Yeomanry with
drawn sabres charged into the dense throng to effect his arrest. In
an instant all was confusion. Crowds of people v;ere trampled under
foot; eleven were killed ; a few were sabred to death; three or
four hundred were more or less severely injured. Hunt and various
associates were arrested and committed for trial by the Lancashire
magistrates, and after various postponements were convicted at
York, not of high treason, as was originally intended, but on a charge
of " conspiracy to alter the legal frame of the Government and con-
stitution of these realms, by force and threats, and with meeting
tumultuously at Manchester, with 60,000 persons, armed with sticks ".
Hunt was sentenced to two years and six months' imprisonment,
Samuel Bamford and two other defendants to a year's imprisonment.
In each case they were required to find sureties to be of good be-
haviour during a further term of five years.
Meanwhile, congratulations poured in upon the victors of
Peterloc The local magistrates returned thanks " to the Com-
manders, Officers and men of all the Corps who had taken part m
the actions of the day," particularly expressing their gratification
*" at the extreme forbearance exercised by the Yeomanry when
insulted and defied by the rioters *\ The Regent expressed his " high
approbation " of the " exemplary manner " in which the Yeomanry
ifc assisted and supported the civil power," and Lord Sidmouth
conveyed the message " with great satisfaction ".
In other quarters other views prevailed. Subscription lists were
opened m London and Liverpool for the victims of the " Manchester
massacre " ; meetings were held at Norwich, Westminster, Bristol,
Liverpool, Nottingham, and York ; some simply asked for inquiry,
others strongly censured the conduct of the Manchester authorities
and the Ministry. The great meeting at York was attended by
Lord FitzWilliam who was in consequence dismissed from the Lord
Lieutenancy of the West Riding. Still more significant was the
action of the Common Council of London who, on September 9th.
asserted 4i the undoubted right of Englishmen to assemble together
for the purpose of deliberating upon public grievances " ; insisted
that the Manchester meeting was " legally assembled " and that its
proceedings were " orderly and peaceable," and finally expressed
their " strongest indignation " at the " unprovoked and intemperate "
conduct of the authorities.
In view of the rising excitexnent of the nation the Ministry took Tbe Six
Acts